
Introduced by Council Member Schellenberg and Co-Sponsored by Council Member Pittman:

RESOLUTION 2018-694
A RESOLUTION Strongly opposing amendment 1 to the florida CONSTITUTION, which if adopted would create additional inequities in florida’s tax system by granting certain tax breaks to some taxpayers at the expense of other taxpayers; DIRECTING Legislative Services TO CIRCULATE THE RESOLUTION TO THE FLORIDA legislature; REQUESTING ONE CYCLE EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, a proposed constitutional amendment sponsored by the Florida Legislature will be placed on the 2018 general election ballot as “Amendment 1”; and 

WHEREAS, this proposed constitutional change exempts the assessed valuation of homestead property greater than $100,000 and up to $125,000 for all levies other than school district levies; and

WHEREAS, Amendment 1 is expected to cost $644.7 million per year—resulting in either service reductions or tax hikes; and
WHEREAS, the 2016 estimated impact for Duval County is approximately a $25,793,005 reduction to ad valorem revenue should Amendment 1 pass; and 

WHEREAS, local communities may be forced to increase local property tax rates to offset revenue reductions; and 


WHEREAS, changing local property taxes should be done locally, not through a constitutional amendment; and  


WHEREAS, instead of fixing Florida’s complicated tax system, Amendment 1 makes it more complicated and less fair; and 

WHEREAS, Florida’s tax system should work for all homeowners, not just a few; and  

WHEREAS, most of Amendment 1’s benefits go to only a handful of homeowners; and 


WHEREAS, Amendment 1 exposes local businesses to a much higher tax burden; and    


WHEREAS, this one-size-fits-all scheme is made to look like a tax cut but it is really a tax shift that will further disenchant millions of already-skeptical Florida voters; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Council’s Strong Opposition for Amendment 1. The City Council strongly opposes Amendment 1 and urges its residents to carefully consider the potential adverse consequences of Amendment 1 before voting in the November 2018 general election. 
Section 2.
 
Direction to Chief of Legislative Services Division.
The Chief of Legislative Services for the City Council is hereby directed to provide a copy of this resolution to the Florida Legislature.
Section 3. 
Requesting One Cycle Emergency Passage Pursuant to Council Rule 4.901 Emergency. One cycle emergency passage of this legislation is requested. The nature of the emergency is that Amendment 1 will appear on the November 2018 general election ballot.


Section 4.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:
  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel
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